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$ n the next-to-last nigght of his Presi-
deney, Richard Nison summoned
Henry Kissinger to the Lincoln Sitting’
Boom in the White House, [He had been
canght in the last lies of Watenmate, and
had decided to quit, He was drivking
when Kissinger found him. He broke
into sobs as they tlked. "We need to
pray” he said suddenly, and the two
men sank to their knees, Nixon beseechs
i his God adoud for help and rest and
peace. Then, with Kissinger trying des-
perately to comfort him, the President
cobbed, bent over, pounded the floor
with his fist and curled on the carpet like
achild. ’

The dlimpse of a President at the end
af his rope is from the new book by Bob
Woodward and Carl Berstein, “The
Final Duvs.” excerpted for the first time
in NEwswEEK bevinhing with this issue
(patte 00) and scheduled for publication
by Simon and Schuster in May. Tts
anthor are the two young Washington
Pt reporters who first broke the story of
high-level complicity in the Watergate
ceuncals, Their new nurrative of the
Jocline and full of the Nixon Presidency
is drawn heavils from interviews with
394 participants, vanging from below-
«tairs at the White House to the most
intimate Nivom family councils. Tt is
principally an act of reporting, carefully
wndgmenta in tone; its power instead
lies in its camera-eye view of the state of
Riehard Nixon and his beleaguered
Presidency in its Tast long slide from
urace.

Nivon, in the Woodward-Bernstein
rendering, was @ man plainly unraveling
nnder intolerable stress, He drank heav-
ifv. often starting in the afternoon with
his chum Bebe Rebozo—and sometimes
showiag up late and dazed for work the
morning after. He had tronble sleeping,
He was given to bouts of gloom and
storus of temper, His Sceretary of State,
Kissinzer, said he was “like a madman”
and worried that the world might blow
up in his distracted tast davs. His chiefof
stidl Alexander Haig. likened him to
Captain Queeg and quictly took over
some Presidential decision-making from
Lim. s family wav deeply concerned
for him: two diys hefore the end, his son-
in-law, Edward Cox, told U.8. Sen, Rob-
ert Griffin in a distranght phone call that
Nivon had heen up fute “walking the
halls tdking to pictures of fomer

nesidonts.” ‘

Worst ofall, for Nivon's intinutes, was
the fear that he micht commit swicide.
Even in his last moment of trivmph, on
a fune 1974 tip to Egypt, he seemed to
aome in his party to be courting death by
phlehitis—or foolishly risking it by as-
sassination. £ You can't protect a Presi-
dent who wants to kill himself)” his
chict Sceret Service bodyguard told his
doctor.) Cov expressed the family’s se-
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President
outhing and contempt. The boak’s por-

cret fear for Nixon's life; so did son-in-
law David Bisenlower, who donbted
privately that the Prosident would swr-
vive Watergate, Nixon himself verged
om threatening suicide at the end, com-
pliaining to General Haig that the mili-
tary: had a way of dealing with such
affiirs—"8amchody leaves a pistal in
the drawer'—but that he didn’t even
own i o, Staflers were uneertain how
seriously to take the hint; still, Huaig was
alarmed enongh to order all of Nixon's
sleeping pills and tranquilizers taken
from him. . .

That Nixon in extremis should have
songht comfort from Kissinger was itself
abrutal ironv: the Secretary, according to
Woodward and Berstein, regarded the
with carefully  concealed

traval of Kissinger is at once scalding and
manochromatic—a rendering that
dwells far more on his prickly persanal-
it than on his record in foreign aftairs. 1t
pictures a Kissinger who ve varded Nivem
as 2 dangerous anti-Semite; who referved
to him in full hearingofthe office force s
“onr meathall President”; who onee
bounced a brillianty written briching
paper on the ground that Nixon couldn’t
understund  anvthing more  vecondite
than a Reader's Digestarticle; who char-
acterizod Nixon as irrational, inseoure.
maniteal and a threat to U8, foreim

“policy: who nevertheless flattered the
i 3

President to his. face, and served him
until the end.

The book further details how Kis-
sinecr—ceven as he ridiculed Nixon's
secret taping system—had all o his own
office telephone ealls monitored and
transcribed, e started simply, with a
secretary listening in and taking short-
haud; eventually, the operation grew
into a whole battewy of hidden Dictabelt
recorders that switched on automaticudly
whenever he picked up the phone—
even for a personal chat with his bride-
ta-he, Nancey Maginnes. The system was
particuliwy elaborate when Nixon was
on the line: Kissinger had eight exten-
sions plugeed iuto his divect wire to the
President. so that not only his recorders
but his aides could listen in, The Nixon-
Kissinger talks accordingly becwme part
of the office gossip—tales, for example,
of how Nivon had rambled, or sharred his
words, or made anti-black remarks, or
onee drunkenly oftered Kissinger the
adviee of his friend Rebozo on milituy
policy in Victnam,

Kissinuer's relations with his cal-
lewenes. according to the book, were
likewise poisonons, He referred to sen-
jor Nivon stadfers FLR. (Bob) Haddeman
arcd John Ehrdichman as “idiots” and
“Nazis T BEhrlichman in on suggested
half jpkinedy that Kissinger was “queer.”
He tannted Haie then his depnty, with
cracks abont militey men being “dumb,

stupid animals,” and tricd to ntock his
promotion to courier-in-chicf to Nixon.
He insulted his own stall academics as
“bleeding hearts.” amonag other  epi-
thets; he moged one of them, William
Wadts, ubrost to the potnt of throwing
prunch at Rissinger. (Rissinger ekl
De-hind Bis desk, and Watts quit instead.)
He took particubee pleasnrne in hnmiliat-
ing Secrcty of State William Ragoers,
the book relatos—and ultimately pres-
sured Nixon into giving him Rogers's

- joh.

Iat it is the uwnmwking of a President
that principally concems Woodward and
Bemstein—a process they track from the
departure of Haldeman and Ehrichman
in April 1973 to Nixon’s own resignuation
in Amrust 1974, Nixon's first impulse in
that tong, bleak passage wus to counterud-
tack. He ordered up and got a list of
wirctaps planted in the Kennedy-John-
son vears. and rewd it with unconcealed
pleasure; it included not only Martin
Luther King §5., as has been widely
reported. but  comespondents from

NeEwswEeK and The New York Thnes,

the French historim Bernard Falll a
Hounse Agviculbire committes staffer, a
fane firm with Dominican sugar clients, a
CIA pal of President Kennedy's—and
the wathor of u Marihm Monroe bioura-
phy suggesting a relationship hetween
her and Bobert Kennedy, Nivon presced,
his people to leak the Hst, and backed off
only on their insistence that it wonld
look Eke a partisan cheapshot,

The President’s moen at first shared his
central imperative—his own survival in
ollice at whatever enst. But his lawvers
bewan losing hewt carly on with the
realizition that he was hidinge evidence
even from them—and with the suspicion
that he might have destroyved material
that was aader cotrt subpoena, What
concerned ther particularty was the
disappearance of an Apedl 13, 1973, Dic-
tabclt récording of Nivon's recollections
of a meeting that dav with his apostate
stafl connsel, John Dean. When White
House lowvver [ Fred Buzhardt pressed
Nixon {or it he veplied: “Why can’t we
ke anew Dictabelt?” -

The Lewvers were appalled; the sug-
cestion alome conld be read as anattept
to obstruct justice, and it put them along
with the President in jeopardy, As carly
as Noverber 1073, Bazhardt and his co-
connsel Leonard Gavment flew south to
Nivon's retreat in Koy Biscayne, Fla, to
recommend Hat he rosign. Thdg coolid
thent with the obscervation that the then
Vice President-clesionate Gerald Ford
was not good enough to he President—
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rotused even to see them. Garment sub-
sequently dropped oft the Watergate
tewm, and Buzhardt dialed back from n
detense posture of outraged innocence
to what he called “the dilatory ap-
proach.” -

That approach worked mtil the Su-
preme Court’s July 1974 decision against
Nixon in the tapes case—u decision
anonymously  co-authored by Justice
" Potter Stewart, the book discloses, when
Chief Justice Warren Burger proved un-

able to draft an adequate opinion by

himself, Nixon flew into a fury at the
verdict. threatening at one point to burn

the tapes and resign rather than obevthe

court. His people soon discovered the
conree of his rage. That day, for the first
time, Buzhardt heard the “smoking pis-
tol” tape of June 23, 1972—the talk in
which Nixon ordered the CIA used to
impede the FBI investigation of Water-
gate. Six days later, during a council of
war at Camp David, Nixon's senior staff
ran their own extraordinary investigation’
of the President; they pieced together
evidence that he had plaved the tape to
Limself three months before, had in-
stantly squelched an out-of-court scttle-
ment that would have delivered itto the
prosecutors—and had sat on his guilty
scotet ever sinee. ‘ :

With that. his people abandoned his
defense. moving instead to ease him
from office—and to protect themselves
in the process. Their task was to get
through to a President they siw as unsta-
ble. exhansted and removed from the
reality of his situation. Their strategy,
inspited by speechwriter Pat Buchanan
and embraced by Haig, was to force
disclosure of the incriminating tape and
allow the renction to deliver a message
they could not—that the time had come
to stand down. “We suld step back and
lot the thing blow,” Buchanan argued.
“The President should foel the force of
the blast himself”

The strategy succecded, with some
delicate orchestration by Haig, The gen-
eral had grown concerned about his own

vole in the atfair—about whether he had ™

propped up an outlaw Presidency even
as he tried to keep up the appearance o 3
orderly govermment, Nixon was “rnilty
as hell, Haig snapped to a subordinate
in the last days, and it Fell to him to stage-
manage Nixon’s removal, The helped get
the tape out, at one point threatening to
quit if Nixon did not come clean. He
wpicted Republican demands for the
Prosident’s  resignation,  sinee they
coeme] only to stiffen his resolve. n-
steicd, he filtered through the worst pos-
sible assessments of Nixon’s support on
the Lill; once, with Nixon apparently
listenming in on an extension phone, he
solicited Barmy Goldwater’s gloomy Sen-
ate head connt—twelve votes for the
President. He headed off a Last, vaguely
threatening appeal by Haldeman for a
pardon: Khrlichman tricd too, by phone
to Julie Bisenhower, with no hetter ek,
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support was gone, his stalf in retreat, his

Cown family divided and ravaged by

Watergrate, “The Firal Days™ is crowded
with painful glimpses of the Nixons
under sicge: -

s Pat Nixon had D.oen unhappy with
Washington and the political e helore
Watergate: she had wanted to divorce
Nixon after his Josing 1962 run for gover-
nor of California, and theiv marriage

thereafter had become a formalized,

separate-bedroom affair. As the sceandals

“engulfed Nixon. she suppotted his deter-

mination to fight. But she too was clis-
tranght and depressed, and she too be-
gan drinking heavily.

- Julie and David found their own mar-

riage strained by Watergate, and by
Julie’s uncritical Tast-ditch defense of
her father. David blamed her emaotional
commitment to the battle for the tubal

pregnancy she suftercd carly in 1974

His own reaction was escape, 'into long

hours over table games such as Diploma-

cy and APBA baschall; he even consid-
ered re-upping in the Navy, In the Jast

family councils, the couple came near

open collision, David cousumed by his

doubts—and Julie by her singlehanded

effort to flog her father’s staff and family
into line hehind him, .

= Tricla and Ed Cox were not immune to
the stresses. In discussions with the
family and the White House stuff in the
final weeks; Cox counscled . against a
hasty resignation over the June 23 tape.
But in his rattled phone call to Scenator
Griffin, he said that he and David

thought Nixon had to quit. Their prob-

lem was that Tricia and Julic had closed
their minds to argnment. “I can’t talk to
my wife,” said Cox, “She is determined
that her father shall not resign.”

For all of them, in the Woodward-
Bernstein chronicle. the final days be-
came a kind of death watch—a painful
passage waiting for Nixon to understand
that he had no option left except to
resign. He veered dizzyingly bebween
deciding to go and resolving to stay. He
maundered on about geing to prison,
remarking to Garment at one point that
there are “worse things ... There is no
telephone  there. There s, instead,
peace. A havd table to write on.” Hewept
and praved with Kissinger, then begeed
him never to tell anyone the tade, e
agonized toward his decision with his
family but reached it alone, sending his
secrctary, Rose Mary Woods, to reveal it
to his own dinghters, He mustered some
last rescrve of calm for his formal
announcement, then made his Tast fare-

Swells inaspeech so maudlin that David

thought he might crack up on. live TV.
The final days were over. Richard Nixon
wias gone, .

—-PETER GOLDMAN
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